Mrs. Charlene Ella Luke
November 20, 1953 - October 4, 2021

Charlene E. Luke, 67 years old of Inverness, FL passed away at home unexpectedly on
Monday, October 4th, 2021. Charlene was born on November 20th, 1953 in Miami, FL to
Mr. Charles H. Button and Mrs. Gladys M. Baker who preceded her in death. She
graduated from Miami Edison Senior High School Class of 1971. She spent most of her
adult life in St. Petersburg, FL before relocating to Inverness and retiring in 2015. She was
married to the love of her life, her “bear” Mr. Michael Luke and was the mother to her two
“cubs” Mrs. Jessica (Andrew) Albach and Mr. Jordan (Wendy) Sinick as well as many “fur
grandkids” who all survive her. Charlene had many many friends that were very close to
her. She shared a knack for storytelling, photographing nature and wildlife, and antiquing.
Per her wishes, there will not be funeral services. She will be cremated and scattered at
some of her favorite places she loved to visit. In place of flowers, the family asks that
donations be made to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital (http://stjude.org/donate). O
nline condolences may be made to the family at http://www.hooperfuneralhome.com. Arra
ngements are under the direction of the Inverness Chapel of Hooper Funeral Homes & Cr
ematory.

Comments

“

What can I say that hasn't already been said? Charlene was a generous, fun person
whose thoughtfulness touched so many lives. I met Charlene when I took a job at Dr.
Cohen's dental practice in St. Petersburg, FL. We both started working their about
the same time and worked at the front desk. It was a very busy place with a steady
stream of patients from all walks of life, checking in and checking out and the phone
constantly ringing. Charlene's superpower was her ability to mange the appointment
schedule with efficiency, kindness and humor. She put people at ease with her
soothing, friendly demeanor, even when they had a long wait at the desk or on the
phone. I was so impressed!
She and I found out we were the same age and both had grown up in Miami (though
we graduated from different high schools, class of 71) and had the same warped
sense of humor. (private joke was, we didn't give a rat's ass about all the
shenanigans going on around us)
I was there when Michael aka "the bear" strolled into the dental office and started
flirting with Charlene. Later she asked me what I thought of him and I told her he was
"Trouble". She sure as heck didn't listen to me! Next thing I knew they were dating
and things got serious. I attended their lovely little wedding at Sawgrass Lake Park.
Then they moved north to get out of the city.
Though I didn't get to spend a lot of time with Char after she moved, we stayed in
touch via FaceBook, the phone and an occasional outing, like hippie fest.
Charlene I'll never understand why you had to leave us so soon. You are loved and
will always be missed. My heart goes out to Michael, Jordon and Jessica.

Bev Griffiths - October 13 at 12:29 PM

“

I never met Charlene but she was my FaceBook buddy. She will be missed.

Carl Poole - October 13 at 07:30 AM

“

I had just moved to Floral City when Charlene sent me a message telling that she
lived minutes away from me and she was looking forward to driving me around,
introducing me to her friends and making sure I was a part of her circle. I couldn’t
believe anyone could be that kind and giving ; especially when we hadn’t seen each
other since high school! We never got to do all the things she had planned for us to
do but I will never forget and am so grateful that we got to meet up before she
passed— thank you Charlene, RIP.

Blanche Goodfriend - October 12 at 02:31 PM

“

I saw this poem about "My Special Friend" and it reminded me of Char.
Isn't it funny how some special people don't realize they are special at all? They're
thoughtful without even thinking about it. They're always right there when you call.
They share, not expecting a thing in return. Yet always seem richer for giving... Isn't it
lovely how those special people can teach us some much about living? You are one
of those Special People! Thanks for being my friend.
Char was my best friend and I was blessed for having known her. She had a big
heart and was always there with a kind word and a smile. Char was a very giving
person. When we would go shopping, stop at garage sales, etc., she would usually
find something to give to family member, friend, etc. to put a smile of their face. Char
never met a stranger and loved to share her photography with all.
My condolences to Michael, Jessica and Jordan. Heaven gained an angel but she
will be missed by all who knew her.
Linda MacCaffrey

Linda MacCaffrey - October 11 at 04:51 PM

“

I was in shock when my mother called to tell me her best friend unexpected passed
away. I can't believe such a wonderful, active and fiesty lady was called home. She
will truely be missed. She certainly impacted a lot of people. R.I.P. beautiful lady.
Joanne L Hargabus

JOANNE HARGABUS - October 11 at 08:49 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are sent to Michael, Jessica, and Jordan. Charlene will be
missed by many including her family and friends. She always spoke so highly of her
tribe!
Sending our love to all,
Cousins Diane and Suzanne

Suzanne - October 10 at 03:37 PM

“

The news of Charlene’s passing really shook me. She was such a sweet and gentle
spirit. She gave little gifts just because she wanted to give a smile. Her wildlife
photos were spectacular. When we first moved here we wondered who that weird
woman was driving slowly down the street with a camera. Then we met her and
instantly loved her. She got a big kick out of being the weird woman. She was so fun.
She was so looking forward to going up to see the changing leaves. I hope the Bear
and the kids can make this trip for her. So many times this past week I would see
something and reach for my phone to send her a quick message only to remember
my friend is gone. She definitely left her mark in so many hearts. RIP dear friend. We
will miss you in our world but will always remember you fondly in our hearts. Mike,
Jess, and Jordan, I am so sorry for your loss. I hope you find comfort from the many
loving memories she left behind.

Karen Lisboa - October 10 at 06:03 AM

“

My most sincere sympathy is extended to Michael, Jessica and Jordan at this time of
your loss of such a lovely lady. Charlene had a true gift of making all of us feel
special and cared for. I will miss our back-and-forth chats. I will miss her humor, her
wisdom, her love of nature and her kindness. I pray God will bless each of you with
happy memories to comfort you at this time and always.
Dolores Keen Jenkins, Edison ‘71

Dolores Jenkins - October 09 at 08:48 PM

“

Charlene was like Mom, Friend to me. I think she saw a little of her son in me for
years she gave me good advise. I moving into her area was hoping to take photos
with her. She was a good person always made time to message me look after me.
Gave me great advise... she will be miss...

JohnBob Carlos - October 09 at 06:18 PM

“

I can’t believe this news. Very shocking. My sympathies to Jesse, Jordan, & Mike. I
lived across from you on 29th Ave. Char was a special human who loved her family
more than anything. I am happy I got to see her not to long ago. Bless you all.
Betsy Schott

betsy schott - October 09 at 06:03 PM

“

When I met her she was taking pictures of an eagle she had tracking for a bit, she
was stopped on the road in front of our old house, I told her to get off the road &
come onto our driveway and we talked for about an hour or so. She use to come by a
lot & we would chat. Another time she couldn’t find anything to take pictures of & she
started taking pictures of me, She said She couldn’t find any wild animals to take
pictures of until she turned the corner and spotted me, biggest animal in Inverness!
How I loved her! Prayers to her family & everyone who had the pleasure of having
this beautiful light shine into their lives. She will be forever missed! love you Char, I
will never forget you!

Maria Brownlee - October 09 at 05:48 PM

“

My loving condolences to all of her family and her multitude of friends. Charlene was love
personified. I looked forward to her wonderful trips around Florida, her photos of wildlife
and our beautiful Florida scenery. Her stories of the people she knew and those she may
have just met. Shopping with her was also a treat. She was so devoted to her children and
obviously in love with her “bear”, Michael. I still can’t believe she’s gone. I will miss you so
much, Char.
Marsha Lackey - October 09 at 07:17 PM

“

This world has lost an earthly angel. Our sincerest condolences to family and friends
of Charlene.

DD - October 09 at 05:27 PM

“

My Heartfelt Condolences to You & Your Family.

Rippy Zichella - October 09 at 05:15 PM

