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Donald Arthur Riley
19 September 1943 – 1 April 2020
Donald Riley lived life to the fullest possible extent. When he was barely 18 years old he
joined the United States Marine Corps and served with bravery in the Vietnam War. After
his tour of duty he tried a number of pursuits but finally worked his way up through the
ranks of the telecommunications industry, first at AT&T and eventually becoming an
executive of ROLM Corporation in Asia.
It was there he first began to angle for black marlin in the Great Barrier Reef off the coast
of Australia. His most accomplished year as angler in that area was 1996 when he caught
16 marlin, 10 of which were over 500 pounds. His passion for fishing became a life-long
pursuit, and he travelled the world, learning about every ocean and sea, northern lakes,
rivers, and even participated in a wonderful expedition to Antarctica with scientists from
Stanford University.
Throughout his life, and particularly in his retirement years, he focused his energies on
environmental issues - particularly the preservation of oceanic conditions and life, and the
preservation of the coast of Florida. He was wonderful with children. While living in Florida
he organized boating and fishing expeditions in the gulf waters with first graders.
Everyone wanted to fish with Cap’n Don because if they did they knew they would catch a
fish. In this way he passed his love of the sea and all life within it to others.
He was interested in the history of ideas, knowledge and philosophy. He possessed both a
great sense of humor and a great sense of adventure. He was kind and generous and
tried to help everyone he knew. The world is a better place because he was here.
Donald is survived by his sisters Patricia and June, his cousins Dean and Lynn Wivell,
Brenda Wivell wife of his late beloved cousin Murray, John Beriau, Brian Clavering, Judith

Murray, Deborah Murray Murphy and Leona McKenty Delisle. He will be sorely missed.
In memory of Donald A. Riley donations can be made to the Tag A Giant Fund based at
the Stanford Marine Station. This group is dedicated to the preservation of tuna and
related pelagic fish species. It was with this group that Donald traveled to Antarctica. A link
to their website where donations can be made is below, as is a link to a TED talk given by
his friend Dr. Barbara Block, about this important work.
https://www.tagagiant.org
https://www.ted.com/talks/barbara_block_tagging_tuna_in_the_deep_ocean
Additional donations can also be made to Donald’s other great interest, the preservation of
the Florida coastline:
Conservation Florida
www.conserveflorida.org

Comments

“

May you know Patricia and June, how sorry I m for your loss. May the knowledge,
that you are not alone in your grief, comfort you. And may you alway remember, he
was love.
Your brother, Donald's friendship meant a great deal to Murray, my late husband and
his cousin and myself, over the years. I will always treasure Donald's love and
concern for Murray.
We had the joy of staying with Donald on several occasions. the first time was in
Tennessee, one of the many places he lived in the world. Our son Dylan was only
six. It was then that I first learned you had to go grocery shopping, if you wanted to
eat. The opening of the Rose was Donald's job. According to him sipping a glass
while preparing a meal, enhanced the outcome.
Being with Donald, felt like a arm ocean breeze wafting over us, lifting us out of our
routine, familiar and busy lives; always a laugh, always a debate, where "the boys"
would get loud and always welcome.
His style of stories-telling entertained for hours. A competition usually ensued, with
the winner of the "biggest tale" left undecided.
So many memories to recount, like showing the Abarth at Pebble Beach, shopping in
San Francisco, his speech at Murray's 70th, giving me only two hours to see Carmel,
hunting for Charger in a snowstorm, finishing his gift of Jack Danial's one Christmas,
my first meeting at his mom's, Agnes', funeral, buying the Speedster in 1985,
showing him my parents farm and the list goes on.
I hold all of these wonderful memories and Donald in my memory and close to my
heart, as I, along with you and many others, grieve his loss.
Love and condolences
Brenda Wivell

Brenda Wivell - April 16 at 02:28 PM

“

Dear June and the entire Riley family:
On behalf of the executives and members of the Concordia University Part Time
Faculty Association (CUPFA), I am writing to express to you our heartfelt
condolences on your recent loss of your beloved Donald.
It is clear from what we learned about Donald that he meant a great deal to many,
and his loss leaves an undeniable void.

In his honor, CUPFA has made a donation to Tag a Giant.
With deepest sympathies,
Robert Soroka
President - CUPFA
Robert Soroka - April 15 at 01:45 PM

